
Homer Township

Trustee Regular Meeting

August 27, 2018

Minutes

 

 Opening

The regular meeting of the Homer Township Trustees was called to order at 7:07 p.m. by Tommy 

Trout.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call

 Township Trustees Jeremy Simcox, Bryan Thomas and Tommy Trout were present.  

 

Also in attendance were Melinda Clifford, Fiscal Officer; Nikki McConnell, Secretary to the Fiscal 

Officer; Ron Adamson, township employee; Mary Beth Guenther, Medina County Auditor's office; 

Nancy Adkins, BZA; Ray Eichel, Zoning Inspector; Mary Cuchna, Wilbert Geiss, Jo Feterle and Red 

Doering, Zoning Commission members

 

Minutes

The minutes from July 30 were read. Mr. Simcox made a motion to approve the minutes, Mr. Thomas 

seconded.

Voting Aye:  Mr. Simcox, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Trout

Audience Recognition 

Mr. Simcox asked Ray Eichel if there was further conversation between him and Matt Lawton about 

the issuance of driveway permits and would it be something that could be handled by the Township. 

Mr. Eichel replied that he felt it could be handled between himself and Matt. Mrs. Clifford 

recommended a conversation with the County to gain more information about bringing the process 

back to the Township. Mr. Simcox offered to contact the County.

Mrs. Clifford asked the trustees if they considered what amount they would charge for a permit fee.

Mr. Geiss stated that the Zoning Commission shared a list of fees from other townships with the 

Trustees.  These were not meant as recommendations, but as examples of what other communities 

charge.

Mary Cuchna shared with the trustees that she had received a phone call from Markus Bryant with 

LMRE regarding the changes to the zoning code for lighting. Wilbert Geiss stated that the phone call 

was a verbal reprimand in which Mr. Bryant conveyed that LMRE did not support the zoning changes 

in regards to lighting. Mrs. Cuchna said that she asked Mr. Bryant to outline his disagreement in 

writing. She stated that Mr. Bryant objected to the shading requirement and the lack of a provision for 

grandfathering existing lighting, among other things. 



Mr. Geiss and Mr. Doering stated that there was indeed a provision for grandfathering existing lighting, 

it just was not part of the changes in the zoning code that were sent to LMRE. Mike Lyons, the 

Assistant County Prosecutor advised them that Article 5 of the zoning code provided for 

grandfathering the existing lighting. They both stated that the commission worked on the lighting 

requirements for years and discussed with LMRE in the past. Mr. Bryant attended a meeting in 2015 

and the commission members discussed with another representative from LMRE in 2016. The 

changes were reviewed by the Medina County Planning Commission and the County Prosecutors 

office. Mr. Doering stated that the commission tried to address the technology of today while looking at 

trends and forming zoning code with the intent to keep a rural atmosphere in the township. It is his 

opinion that Mr. Bryant doesn't fully understand the changes and issues that are covered in other 

areas of the zoning code.

A letter from Mr. Bryant to the Zoning Commission which outlined his objections to the changes in the 

zoning code was read. 

The zoning commission members and trustees discussed attending the next LMRE board meeting as 

the consensus was that there was a misunderstanding in regards to the changes.

Building Report    

Ron Adamson asked about the light on the flag pole. Mr. Thomas said that he had researched and 

there is a large price range but he thought it could probably be done for under $250. It would need to 

be wired by an electrician. 

Mr. Trout reported that Pat Kelly will take a look at the plumbing soon and will give the Township a 

quote before he does any work.

Ron reported that the backdoor is not shutting tightly. Mrs. Clifford stated that she has a quote for a 

new closing  mechanism for  around $200.  Ray  Eichel  suggested getting  someone  that  works  on 

commercial doors to look at it as it may just need an adjustment. Ron will call Knocks Locksmith.

Ron reported that a fire alarm went off over the weekend that showed a pull box was pulled. He and 

Mr. Thomas checked the building and discovered that the box was not pulled but was malfunctioning. 

He reported that there are around 19 pull boxes in the building and that they are not really needed 

now that the building is not used as a school. The Fire Chief advised that they are not needed and 

could be unhooked. Mr. Trout agreed that everyone has a cell phone now and would call 911 to report 

a fire before looking for the pull boxes. Mr. Simcox agreed that the pull boxes are not needed.

Ron also reported a wet area at the bottom of the steps in the gym.

Cemetery Report

Mrs. Clifford reported that there would be a burial the next day. 

Zoning Inspector    

Ray Eichel reported that the BZA board will be holding 2 hearings at the next meeting. He issued no 

new certificates last month. 

Ray discussed a property with an unfinished culvert and a missing drain cover and a section of pipe 



missing. Mr. Simcox suggested Matt should stop and talk to the property owner about getting the 

drainage finished.

Mr. Trout asked what would happen if someone was living in a building that was not zoned for it. Ray 

replied that they would have to bring it up to code or vacate.

Town and Country Report

No report.

Road Report

Mrs. Clifford reported that Matt did get new tires for the mower.  Mr. Simcox stated that Matt requested 

a spare rim and tire for the grader so he doesn't have to place a service call should he get a flat. He 

was unsure of the cost. The issue was not discussed further.

Old Business

Mrs. Clifford stated that the Audit was not complete and was being reviewed by the Audit firm.

Mrs. Clifford reported that the invoice from Medina Co. Sanitary Engineers for clean up days was 

$1,555.50 for 52 tons. The transportation costs were $1,536.00 for 7 loads.

Mr. Simcox made a motion and Mr. Trout seconded to approve purchase orders and time sheets for 

the previous month.

Voting Aye:  Mr. Simcox, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Trout

Mr. Trout reviewed the Management Reports.

Mr. Simcox made a motion to review and pay bills totaling $19,917.75. Mr. Trout second.

Voting Aye:  Mr. Simcox, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Trout

 

New Business

Mrs. Clifford circulated a letter from the Medina County Engineer inviting township officials to an 

annual meeting for those involved in the construction, repair and maintenance of roads and bridges.

Adjournment

 

Mr. Simcox made a motion and Mr. Trout seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m.

 

Voting Aye:  Mr. Simcox, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Trout

  

Minutes respectfully submitted by:  Nikki McConnell, Secretary to the Fiscal Officer


